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Langkah PN makin tangkas

KAMARUL .
‘ZAMAN
'YUSOFF

untuk memperkukuhkan
penyatuan ummah dan
perpaduan seluruh
masyarakat majmuk serta
bersedia bekerjasama dengan
mana-mana pihak yang
mendukung konsep tersebut
selain menolak sebarang

GAK mengejutkan
bila han}?ag sételah ’ bentuk penjajaran baharu
lapan bulan | | untuk menubuhkan kerajaan
Perikatan Nasional pasca-PRU1S.

'N) didaftarkan Imej baik PN terus terserlah

dengan sijil pendaftaran
bernombor PPM-019-14-

melalui ucapan Muhyiddin
dalam Perhimpunan

07082020 oleh Jabatan Agung MIC Ke-74 yang

Pendaftaran Pertubuhan (ROS) menjanjikan keinklusifan:

pada 7 Ogos 2020, sudah banyak “Tidak ada sesiapa pun yang
peningkatan yang ditunjukkan akan ketinggalan dalam
sehingga memungkinkannya menikmati hasil kemajuan

menjadi pilihan utama mkyat dan pembangunan negara. Ini

dalam Pilihan Raya Umum Ke- termasuklah masyarakat India

15 (PRU-15). di negara ini walau apa jua
Bermula dengan KEMENANGAN calon Perikatan Nasional (PN) pada Pilihan Raya Negeri Sabah tahun lalu iaitu 17 daripada 29 taraf hidup anda dan di mana

calon Barisan Nasional (BN). - UTUSAN/SHIDDIEQIIN ZON jua anda berada.”

perhimpunan rasmi pertama
pemimpin PN bersama

Turut memberangsangkan

akar umbi di Sabah pada | lalu, masalah kelihatan mula | memelihara kesejahteraan kepada PN adalah sambutan
9 September 2020 dan l | timbul dalam kerajaan PN ‘ dan kebajikan rakyat luar biasa yang diberikan
pengenalan logonya, sehari | | dengan kemunculan sepucuk seluruhnya.” oleh pemimpin Gabungan
kemudian, PN menunjukkan Keputusan Pilihan surat daripada Presiden Selain penegasan, “PN Parti Sarawak (GPS) pimpinan
impak besar yang dibawanya UMNO, Datuk Seri Dr. Ahmad is offering a New Deal to all Datuk Patinggi Abang Abdul
dalam politik bermula dengan Raya Negeri (PRN) Zahid Hamidi pada 26 Malaysians,” turut dinyatakan Rahman Zohari Tun Abang
29 calon dalam Pilihan Raya Sabah memberikan Februari 2021. adalah keyakinan Muhyiddin, Openg ke atas delegasi
Negeri (PRN) Sabah pada 26 . Di dalam surat !ersebut “dengan kesungguhan kita Muhyiddin serta sokongan
September 2020. kemenangan moral Ahmad Zahid hi aspirasi rakyat padu GPS kepada kerajaan PN
Keputusan PRN Sabah 2 keputusan Mesyuarat MT | untuk Malaysia yang lebih semasa lawatan rasmi beliau
memberikan kemenangan kepada Perikatan UMNO pada 19 Februari | baik serta kesatuan dan ke Sarawak dari 1 hingga 2
moral kepada PN apabila ia Nasional (pN) " 2021 di Janda Baik, Pahang | perpaduan yang kita capai ‘ April lalu.
menunjukkan jenama PN, P yang tidak akan menjalinkan antara parti-parti komponen, Persetujuan MT PN
walaupun lebih baharu, sebarang kerjasama dengan PN akan menjadi gabungan pada 3 April lalu untuk

adalah lebih laku berbanding
jenama Barisan Nasional

(BN) yang lebih lama
memandangkan peratus
kemenangan calon PN, iaitu
58.6 peratus (menang 17
daripada 29 kerusi), mengatasi

semua ketua parti kerajaan
PN sebagai platform untuk
membincangkan dasar-dasar
kerajaan dan mengukuhkan
kerjasama antara parti.

Cadangan pembentukan
Maijlis Presiden ini

Bersatu dalam PRU-15 dan
kebersamaan dalam kerajaan
PN hanya akan diteruskan
oleh UMNO sehingga
pembubaran Parlimen.
Begitupun, Mesyuarat
Majlis Pimpinan Tertinggi

parti politik pilihan utama

rakyat Malaysia.”
Tawaran baharu PN

ini terus sahaja disambut

oleh Presiden Pas, Datuk

Seri Abdul Hadi Awang

yang menulis pada 25 Mac

menggerakkan jentera serta
akar umbi parti di setiap
peringkat bagi membantu GPS
memenangi PRN Sarawak,
selain komitmen kerajaan

PN untuk lebih menjaga
kebajikan Sarawak dan Sabah,

peratus kemenangan calon dipersetujui oleh mesyuarat (MPT) Bersatu pada lalu, “matlamat PN untuk pastilah akan memantapkan
BN, iaitu 34.1 peratus (menang antara ketua-ketua parti 4 Mac lalu, walaupun melaksanakan agenda lagi kerjasama politik antara
14 daripada 41 kerusi). dalam kerajaan PN yang tetap memandang serius perpaduan ummah yang PN dan parti-parti politik di
PN mengorak langkah menyaksikan kehadiran kandungan surat tersebut, majmuk sebagai tawaran kedua-dua negeri pada masa
bagi mengukuhkan 13 ketua dan wakil ketua memutuskan untuk terus baharu kepada rakyat hadapan.
kedudukannya dengan parti pada 17 Disember fokus memperkasakan Malaysia, berkonsepkan Berdasarkan perkembangan
Mesyuarat Maijlis Tertinggi 2020. Mesyuarat tersebut gerak kerja bersama rakan- Islam memimpin tanpa mutakhir yang menunjukkan
(MT) pada 9 November 2020 turut membincangkan rakan Bersatu dalam PN menghapuskan kewujudan pengukuhan PN manaka)a
bersetuju menubuhkan Badan pembentukan sebuah berlandaskan perj pelbagai agama danbangsa” | dua gabungan parti-parti
Perhubungan Negeri bagi kerjasama politik yang kukuh yang jujur dan ikhlas kepada Pengukuhan PN diteruskan politik lain yang dijangka
menyelaraskan aktiviti parti bagi mewujudkan kestabilan rakyat bagi memenangi | lagi oleh pertemuan menjadi saingan kepada PN,
di peringkat negeri di samping politik demi kesejahteraan pilihan raya akan datang. kepimpinan tertinggi Bersatu iaitu Pakatan Harapan (PH)

melantik Datuk Seri Mohamed

rakyat dan kemakmuran

dan Pas pada 30 Mac lalu bagi

dan BN terus dilanda masalah
berterusan termasuklah

|

Azmin Ali sebagai Pengarah negara. | TAWARAN BAHARU merangka hala tuju kerjasama
Pilihan Raya dan Khairil Begitupun, di sebalik | Selaras dengan hasrat ini, lebih mantap dan berstrategi dalam mendapatkan
Nizam Khiruddin sebagai pembentukan Maijlis Presiden 1 Tan Sri Muhyiddin Yassin, | dalam PN di mana Bersatu dan sokongan Sarawak dan Sabah,
Ketua Pemuda PN. ini dan di sebalik pengukuhan sewaktu berucap dalam | Pasbersetuju buhkan masa depan PN

Komitmen PN kepada i PN melalui penerimaan Persidangan Perwakilan sebuah jawatankuasa dalam PRU-15 adalah amat
penyatuan ummah dan | masuk Gerakan sebagai Nasional Ke-49 Gerakan pada ’ permesyuaratan di peringkat cerah.
perpaduan nasional pula | tambahan kepada Parti 13 Mac lalu menyatakan, Pusat bagi merangka strategi R . )
terserlah bila Mesyuarat MT ‘ Pribumi Bersatu Malaysia “PN adalah tawaran baharu ‘ dan hala tuju parti khusus DR. Kamarul Zaman Yusoff ialah
PN pada 1 Disember 2020 (Bersatu), Pas, Parti Solidariti kepada rakyat Malaysia dan bagi menghadapi PRU-15. Pensyarah Kanan di Kolej Undang-
bersetuju mencadangkan | Tanah Airku Rakyat Sabah PN komited untuk mentadbir Turut diputuskan dalam Undang, Kerajaan dan Pengajian
pembentukan sebuah Majlis i (STAR) dan Parti Progresif ‘ negara ini dengan berintegriti pertemuan ini adalah Bersatu Antarabangsa, Universiti Utara

Presiden yang dianggotai oleh

Sabah (SAPP) pada 11 Februari

dan berwibawa demi

dan Pas sentiasa komited

Malaysia (UUM).
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Oleh Ekhwan Il;]uc
Fazlul Haque
ekhwan@hmetro.com.my

Puchong

andemik Covid-19 ter-
Pnyala memberi impak

kepada warga Selang-
or apabila 5,000 asnaf di-
daftarkan tahun lalu.

Ketua Divisyen Operasi
Agihan Asnaf Lembaga Za-
kat Selangor (LZS) Abdul Ba-
sith Hamid berkata, asnaf
yang didaftarkan terkesan
berikutan peningkatan kos
sara hidup selain pengura-
ngan pendapatan secara

3 daerah paling terkesan

Klang, Petaling dan Hulu Langat rekod jumlah penerima tertinggi bantuan zakat

mendadak.

Menurutnya, Klang, Peta-
ling dan Hulu Langat antara
tiga daerah di Selangor yang
merekodkan jumlah pene-
rima bantuan zakat terting-

gi.

Beliau berkata, tiga kawa-
san itu menjadi lubuk eko-
nomi di Selangor dan tum-
puan orang ramai bekerja

namun bergelut dengan kos
sara hidup tinggi.

“Penerima dikategorikan
sebagai miskin bandar ke-
rana tinggal di lokasi yang
memiliki sektor perindus-
trian, pentadbiran dan per-
niagaan menyebabkan kos
hidup juga tinggi.

“Tahun lalu, LZS mendaf-
tarkan 5,000 asnaf dan me-

%

Tahun lalu, LZS
mendaftarkan 5,000
asnaf dan mereka
golongan terjejas
akibat Covid-19"

Abdul Basith

reka golongan terjejas akibat
Covid-19," katanya selepas
Maijlis Serahan Bantuan Ra-
madan dan Raya LZS 2021 di
sini, semalam.

Menurutnya, tahun ini
LZS menyalurkan RM28 juta
bantuan zakat kepada asnaf
fakir, miskin dan mualaf.

“Zakat individu, perniaga-
an dan harta ini meningkat

tahun lalu dan memboleh-
kan ramai asnaf fakir, mis-
kin dan mualaf dibantu,” ka-
tanya.

Beliau berkata, semakan
status Bantuan Ramadan
dan Raya 2021 boleh dibuat
menerusi  laman  web,
ezo.zakatselangor.com.my
atau hubungi Talian Zakat
Selangor 1300884343.
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Pasal video,

Seremban: Presiden Parti
Keadilan Rakyat (PKR), Da-
tuk Seri Anwar Ibrahim se-
cara sinis menyifatkan Ke-
tua Penerangan Perikatan
Nasional (PN) Datuk Seri
Mohamed Azmin Ali seba-
gai individu yang arif ber-
kenaan hal audio dan vi-
deo.

[a susulan kenyataan Ahli
Parlimen Gombak itu yang
yakin audio mirip suara
Anwar dan Presiden Umno,
Datuk Seri Dr Ahmad Zahid
Hamidi yang tersebar ada-
lah benar.

“Tidak mengapa, itu pan-
dangan dia (Azmin), dia pa-
sal video, pasal audio ini dia
pandai. (kenyataan saya)
ringkas, (tetapi) maknanya
dalam,” kata Anwar selepas
menghadiri majlis sidang
media Pengumuman Ke-
masukan Tokoh Agamawan
ke dalam PKR di Klana Re-

dia pandai

sort di sini, semalam.

Kelmarin, Mohamed Az-
min dalam satu laporan
media menegaskan beliau
yakin rakaman audio yang
tular itu adalah tulen ber-
dasarkan pengalaman seba-
gal individu rapat dengan
Anwar serta pernah men-
jadi bekas Setiausaha Sulit
Presiden PKR itu.

Sebelum ini, tersebar ra-
kaman audio membabitkan
suara mirip Ahmad Zahid
dan Anwar berhubung apa
yang berlaku pada Perhim-
punan Agung Umno (PAU)
2020, di Kuala Lumpur,
akhir bulan lalu.

Dalam rakaman audio
itu, suara mirip Anwar di-
dengar memuji individu
yang memiliki suara se-
akan Ahmad Zahid kerana
berjaya mengendalikan
Perhimpunan Agung Um-
no.
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LZS agih bantuan zakat RVI28 juta

Daerah Klang catat
jumlah bantuan tertinggi
seramai 11,962 penerima

Oleh MOHD IZZATUL IZUAN TAHIR

PUCHONG

embaga Zakat Sela-

ngor (LZS) menga-

gihkan bantuan za-

kat sebanyak RM28,
032,900 kepada 61,315 orang
penerima asnaf fakir, miskin
dan mualaf di seluruh Sela-
ngor sebagai persediaan me-
nyambut kedatangan Ramadan
dan Hari Raya Aidilfitri pada
tahun ini.

Menerusi kenyataan LZS,
sebanyak RM8,667,350 diagih-
kan kepada seramai 17,787
orang dalam kalangan asnaf
fakir, manakala sebanyak
RM 18,079,900 diagihkan kepa-
da 39,445 orang asnaf miskin

dan RM 1,285,650 diagihkan
kepada 4,083 orang asnaf
mualaf.

Menurut kenyataan itu, se-
tiap penerima mendapat bantu-
an zakat di antara RM300 dan
RM1,000 bergantung kepada
jumlah tanggungan keluarga.

“Bantuan tersebut akan di-
salurkan sama ada melalui pem-
bayaran yang dikreditkan ke
akaun bank penerima atau
menggunakan kaedah V-Cash
(baucar tunai) atau serahan tu-
nai,” kata kenyataan itu pada
Program Bantuan Ramadan dan
Hari Raya LZS 2021 di Dewan
Serbaguna Majlis Perbandaran
Subang Jaya (MPSJ) Taman
Puchong Utama di sini pada
Isnin.

Simbolik penyerahan ban-
tuan disempurnakan Timbalan
Mufti Selangor, Datuk Dr An-
har Opir yang disampaikan ke-
pada 10 penerima asnaf fakir,
miskin dan mualaf.

Kenyataan LZS memberita-
hu, daerah Klang mencatatkan

Anhar (tiga dari kanan) menyerahkan bantuan zakat kepada salah seorang
pada Program dan Hari Raya LZS 2021 di Dewan
MPS) Taman ng Utama di sini pada Isnin.

jumlah penerima bantuan ter-
tinggi iaitu seramai 11,962 pe-
nerima melibatkan peruntukan
agihan zakat sebanyak
RMS5,183,300 pada tahun ini.
“la diikuti daerah Petaling
seramai 10,590 penerima meli-
batkan peruntukan agihan zakat
sebanyak RM4,927.850 dan
daerah Hulu Langat mengagih-

kan sebanyak RM4,367,750
kepada 9,439 penerima.
“Sementara daerah Kuala
Selangor mengagihkan bantuan
zakat sebanyak RM3,034,500
kepada 6,798 penerima, daerah
Gombak mengagihkan bantuan
zakat kepada 6,005 penerima
melibatkan peruntukan agihan
sebanyak RM2,740,400 dan da-

erah Hulu Selangor mengagih-
kan kepada 5, 186 penerima
dengan agihan zakat sebanyak
RM2,367.400,” katanya.

Kata kenyataan itu, tiga da-
erah lain iaitu Kuala Langat
mencatatkan seramai 4,832 pe-
nerima dengan jumlah agihan
sebanyak RM2,227,500 diikuti
daerah Sabak Bernam dengan
jumlah penerima seramai 4,726
melibatkan jumlah agihan se-
banyak RM 1,997,600 dan dae-
rah Sepang mencatatkan jumlah
agihan sebanyak RM 1,186,600
kepada 2,547 penerima,”
katanya.

Kenyataan itu memberitahu,
pemakluman bantuan kepada
penerima yang layak dimaklum-
kan melalui khidmat pesanan
ringkas (SMS) atau surat.

Menurut kenyataan itu, as-
haf juga boleh membuat sema-
kan status Bantuan Ramadan
dan Raya 2021 dengan melayari
ezo.zakatselangor.com.my atau
menghubungi Talian Zakat Se-
langor 1-300-88-4343.
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Tajuk Berita Belanja di Selangor Fesyen Raya Lazada, menangi baucar RM200
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Akhbar Selangor TV

Tajuk Berita Inisiatif DUN Morib, derma darah mudah & efisien
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Tajuk Berita

MPKj agih 870 bakul makanan untuk pemandu teksi & bas sekolah
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Akhbar Selangor TV

Tajuk Berita Pasar Awam Banting, moden dan bersih
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Akhbar Selangor TV

Tajuk Berita Peserta teruja Bengkel Nasi Lemak Rendang Ayam
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Tapak PKPS Prihatin bantu golongan B40 peroleh bahan mentah
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By FARID WAHAB
faridwahab@thestar.com.my

SELANGOR Government has identified 26
community and multipurpose halls to be used
as vaccination centres in the second phase of
the National Covid-19
Programme.

Mentri Besar Datuk Seri Amirudin Shari
said 10 of them had been registered and
would be activated when needed.

“In the second phase of the immunisation
programme, we cannot rely on hospitals only
as they have to accommodate other patients
too.

“We need more space for the elderly and
those with comorbidity (to get vaccinated),”
he said.

He disclosed that more venues were being
identified as vaccination centres in the third
phase.

He said the state government was awaiting
allocation from the Federal Government to
expand its vaccination facilities.

“We understand that a huge sum has been
approved at the federal level.

“This is important because we need to have
a lot of vaccination centres in Selangor to
ensure the immunisation programme runs
smoothly,” he added.

Malaysia will begin its second phase
of immunisation against Covid-19 on
April 19 involving 9.4 million people
comprising the elderly, the disabled and those

26 vaccination centres
picked out in Selangor

Community, multipurpose halls to be activated for second phase

with comorbidity.

On the progress of the Selangor Covid-19
Immunisation Outreach Programme
(Imunisel), Amirudin said he was waiting for
a report from state public health, unity,

Taman Keramat, Selangor.

Also present were Ampang Jaya Municipal
Council president Mohd Fauzi Mohd Yatim,
Hulu Kelang assemblyman Saari Sungib,
Gombak district officer Shukri Mohd Hamin

women empowerment and family ittes
chairman Dr Siti Mariah Mahmud.

“We are still at an early stage where our
focus is to get more people to register via the
programme. Even though Selangor has
recorded the highest registration for vaccina-
tion (among all states), the figure is still low,”
said the Mentri Besar.

Launched on April 4, Imunisel is Selangor’s
initiative to mobilise community leaders such
as MPs, assemblymen, local councillors and
village heads to get those without access to
smartphones to register for vaccination

Amirudin was met after his visit to the
community garden at Rumah Pangsa AU2 in

and the ¢ ity garden chairman Halim
Mohamad Saad.

Separately, Amirudin said the standard
operating procedures for terawih prayers at
mosques in Selangor was still being finalised
by the state Islamic religion and consumer
affairs and halal industry committee chair-
man Mohd Zawawi Ahmad Mughni.

For details on Imunisel, call 03-5650
0501/0502 or visit www.imunisel.my

Watch the video !
TheStarTV.com

Amirudin
says more
venues are
being
identified as
vaccination
centres for
the third
phase of the
National
Covid-19
Immunisation
Programme.
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PHOTO COMPETITION

Shah Alam City Council is organising a pho-
tography competition themed "We Love Shah
Alam’ until Sept 1. There are five categories,
namely building/landmarks, natural environ-
ment, lifestyle, local council asset and new
normal. A total of RM35,000 in cash prizes are
up for grabs. For details, call 03-5510 5133.
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PJ LOCAL DRAFT PLAN
> The draft Petaling Jaya Local Plan 2
(Alteration 3) will be available for public inspec-

tion at Petaling Jaya City Council headquarters
in Jalan Yong Shook Lin from April 6 to May 6
(Monday to Friday) from 8.30am to S5pm.
Objections must be addressed to the Petaling
Jaya mayor by May 6.
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By EDWARD RAJENDRA
and SHALINI RAVINDRAN
metro@thestar.com.my

UNLICENSED factories in Selangor
will have to fulfil stringent require-
ments if they hope to legalise their
operations.

Operators must adhere to these
regulations as part of the legalisa-
tion process, which involves local
councils, the land office as well the
Fire and Rescue Department,
among other agencies.

Klang Municipal Council (MPK)
president Dr Ahmad Fadzli Ahmad
Tajuddin said the council was strict
on the approval.

He said there was a bulk of
applications going through the
strict vetting process and it would
take some months for it to be com-
pleted.

He urged operators to initiate
action to have their building plans,
land status and nature of business
verified for them to have their
operations legalised.

“Our regulations are in place
and the factories need to be in
compliance to get the approval.

“MPK is the facilitator and our
officers will provide the guidelines
to ensure business continues.

“The factory operators will be
advised accordingly if there is a
need to relocate,” he added.

According to a council officer,
some guidelines are being coordi-
nated with the Selangor State
Economic Planning Unit to further
iron out and coordinate enforce-

Some factory operators do not fulfl
requirements for legalisation exercise

ment guidelines which will be
brought to the Selangor Economic
Action Council and Selangor State
Executive Council, before it is used
to legalise certain factories.

Asked about the guidelines,
Ahmad Fadzli said: “There may be
additional rules for certain busi-
nesses but we will wait for the
state’s directive and act as a facili-
tator for economic improvement.

“Factories that are on agricultur-
al land must submit all documents
to the district land office for land
conversion from agricultural to
industrial in accordance with the
National Land Code 1965.

“Once that is approved, we at the
council can facilitate the applica-
tions for the technical side.”

He assured that MPK staff were
working hard to get the approvals
completed as it would help develop
the businesses, earn revenue for
the council and that it would help
the economy improve.

He said the council wanted all
owners of unlicensed factories,
estimated at 680 in eight constitu-
encies, to initiate applications to
have their businesses verified n
order for them to obtain a licence
to continue to operate.

“Unlicensed factories are being

Dr Ahmad Fadzli says MPK is
using a strict vetting process and
it will take some months for
applications for legalisation of
factories to be completed

given an opportunity to have their
operations licensed if they fulfil the
technical conditions such as land
status, zoning and pl. per-

1,555 factories situated on 1,127
land lots.

It is learnt that the top three
areas for unlicensed factories in
Klang are Port Klang with 540 units
built on 431 land lots, Meru with
326 factories on 300 land lots and
Sementa has 288 factories on 259
land lots.

In Klang there are some 20 facto-
ries located along rivers.

Other areas with unlicensed fac-
tories are Selat Klang, Bandar Baru
Klang, Pandamaran, Sentosa and
Sungai Kandis.

According to an MPK officer,
some 279 factories had been given
licence as they had fulfilled the
requirements while 97 were in the
final stages of approval. Another 19
were rejected.

In Ampang Jaya, some 235 facto-
ries had been identified to be oper-
ating on residential lots in
K

mission.

“Our council’s Planning,
Building, Licensing and Legal
departments will also scrutinise
the Environment Department’s
report before approval can be
given,” he said.

He added that a census had been
carried out earlier that identified

g Baru Ampang.

Ampang Jaya Municipal Council
(MPA]) has managed to legalise 167
factories so far, with 68 more to go.
Two are currently in the process of
being legalised.

MPA] public relations officer
Norhayati Ahmad said part of
Kampung Baru Ampang, where the
factories were located, was

rezoned as industrial in 2016.

“These were previously residen-
tial lots that had been converted
into businesses such as furniture,
wood and foodstuff production
some 15 years ago.

“As the majority of them were
involved in business, it was decid-
ed that the area should be rezoned.

“In this case, these factories can
be legalised as they are busi
that are operating in an industrial
area,” she explained.

She said that because of the
rezoning, the operators were
required to change the status of
their land from residential to
industrial.

Norhayati said this was one of
the main challenges as the opera-
tors felt that the land premium
prices were too steep.

“The state introduced the legali-
sation programme and several of
the operators had taken up the ini-
tiative,

“We will still give leeway for
these businesses to legalise their
operations but there will be no
more incentives offered.”

She added that enforcement,
including compounds, would be
taken against those that remained
unlicensed by end of this year.
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‘Azminis
smart when
it comes
to videos
and audios’

SEREMBAN: Datuk Seri Anwar
Ibrahim says Datuk Seri Azmin Ali
must “really know” the workings of
audio and video technology for him
to confidently claim that the voice
in an audio recording which went
viral last week belongs to the PKR
president.

“Let it be. That’s his opinion.
Azmin is smart when it comes to
(the workings) of videos and audios.

“My statement may be brief but
it has a profound meaning,” he
told reporters at a ceremony to
welcome new members compris-
ing former lecturers, academics
and scholars into PKR here yester-
day.

Anwar refused to say more when
pressed if he was referring to a
videoclip of a sex act which alleg-
edly involved Azmin two years
ago.

He was asked to comment on
Azmin who claimed on Sunday that
Anwar was one of the two indivi-
duals talking in the audio clip.

Azmin said he knew the voice of
his former boss well as he had
served as his officer and private
secretary for decades.

The clip, which went viral on
April 7, was a conversation between
two voices sounding like Anwar
and Datuk Seri Dr Ahmad Zahid
Hamidi, where the Umno presi-
dent’s performance at the recent
Umno annual general assembly
was discussed.

The conversation also revealed
there was a need to hold an extra-
ordinary Umno_supreme council

‘meeting to mandate the president

to enable him to make a decision to
leave the Perikatan Nasional
government.

Both Ahmad Zahid and Anwar
have since said they would ask their
officers to lodge police reports on
the clip, claiming it was a political
conspiracy against them.

Earlier, during the event, Anwar
welcomed the new PKR members,
among whom was former Syariah
High Court judge Datuk Baharum
Hasbullah.
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Claims by Teng on ECRL project not true, says MCA

KUALA LUMPUR: The allegations
by a Selangor executive councillor
that no engagement took place
between the federal and Selangor
governments on the revised align-
ment of the East Coast Rail Link
(ECRL) are not true, says MCA
spokesman Mike Chong.

“Discussions with the Selangor
state government started since July
last year. There were 37 engage-
ment sessions with 17 state agen-
cies,” said the MCA central commit-
tee member.

It was not right for Selangor exco
member Datuk Teng Chang Khim to
claim Putrajaya acted like a “big

bully” in the reimplementation of
the northern alignment, he said at
Wisma MCA here yesterday.

Chong said Teng also claimed the
ECRL 3.0 (using the northern align-
ment) did not benefit the West Ports
and Northport in Port Klang.

“I wish to inform him the new
ECRL 3.0 alignment is enhanced
with the incorporation of the
Serendah Bypass infrastructure to
the project’s scope with improve-
ment by passing through Serendah
and linking Port Klang with
Westport and Northport.

“The bypass line will help solve
the problems in double-handling,”

he said.

On April 5, Teng was reported as
saying Putrajaya acted like a “big
bully” in steamrolling through the
latest version of the ECRL, and that
it did not engage the Selangor gov-
ernment prior to reverting to the
northern alignment route.

Teng, who is in charge of the
investment, trade, industries and
small and medium enterprises port-
folios in Selangor, also said the
Selangor government would not
make any land acquisition if the
Perikatan Nasional government
insisted on using the previous and
original northern alignment for the

rail project.

Teng’s comment followed an
announcement by Transport Minis-
ter Datuk Seri Dr Wee Ka Siong last
Monday that the reinstatement of
the original alignment - which was
first approved by the Barisan gov-
ernment in 2017 - would be more
cost-effective.

Dr Wee also said it would allow
for higher freight tonnage as com-
pared to the southern alignment
planned by the Pakatan Harapan
government previously.

Chong said the northern align-
ment’s finalisation was supported
by professional and scientific

research results in terms of techni-
cal expenses, economic benefits,
tonnage capacity, passenger capaci-
ty, driving social and economic
development, including protecting
water catchment areas, the forests
and the Orang Asli settlements.

In the spirit of check-and-bal-
ance, Chong said opposition leaders
should be professional and always
argue with facts.

“We should not object for the
sake of objecting. We should set
aside our political ideologies and
come together on common ground
and seek more benefits for our next
generation,” he added.
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Selangor getting views on
degazetting forest reserve

BESTARI JAYA: The proposal to
degazette the Kuala Langat North For-
est Reserve is still under discussion,
and the Selangor government is ex-
amining the views of experts. “I am
taking into account the views of ex-
perts and professors from Universiti
Putra Malaysia, Universiti Ke-
bangsaan Malaysia, and other univer-
sities on whether the forest should be
degazetted. We respect the views of
non-governmental organisations and
the Orang Asli. As a caring govern-
ment, we will look into all aspects,
not only of the forests, but of the
Orang Asli and economic develop-
ment,” state Tourism, Environment,
Green Technology and Orang Asli Af-
fairs Committee chairman Hee Loy
Sian said.
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'Risk of water
‘disruption
'with ECRL

| northern route

| byAFIQAZIZ .
CONSTRUCTING the East Coast Rail Link
(ECRL) under the Northern Alignment in
Selangor would pollute its river and cause
water disruption to four million users in
the state.

Selangor Mentri Besar Datuk Seri Amiru-
din Shari said the construction will involve
the Sungai Selangor basin, which serves
65% of the Klang Valley’s total population.

As such, he said the proposed Section C of
the project that will see ECRL traversing
from Mentakab, Pahang, to Klang, Selangor,
must avoid passing the area.

This was among the state government’s
concerns when opposing the reversal of the
alignment from southern to the northern
approach, as recently pushed by Putrajaya

“Sungai Selangor is the main river in
the state. [f there is pollution there, it would
affect 1.2 million account holders, including
industrial areas.

“Based on our experience, the construc-
tion of a rail or road project — be it LRT (light
rail transit), MRT (mass rapid transit) or
expressways — will affect the river and the
surrounding areas,

“On the other hand, under the Southern
Alignment, there will be some rivers that
would be affected, but the implications
would not be as big as the Northern Align-
ment,” Amirudin told the press after laun-
ching the SME Digitalisation Matching
Grant in Shah Alam, Selangor, yesterday.

Unscheduled water cuts have been among
the major issues haunting Selangor resi-
dents in the past years.

Last year, several incidents, mainly invol-
ving industrial effluents poured into the
drainage and sewerage systems connecting
to the river, had forced Pengurusan Air
Selangor Sdn Bhd to issue stop-work order
at its water treatment plants, leaving more
than one million houses with dry taps for
several days.

Amirudin said it is not a risk worth taking.

“Especially, when it comes to the proposal
to build a 14km tunnel in Pahang, which is

see P4 coul

Risk of water disruption with ECRL northern route

From P 1
near the river basin and will go
through under the river.

“Of course they will claim that
all the latest technology will be
used to avoid unnecessary inci-
dents, but normally, this would
cause murky rivers and accidents,
besides flooding the area.

“Based on our experience,
regardless of where the company
or technology is from, the issue
will be repeated.

“The construction of ECRL
would not take just one day...it
would be years,” he added.

Last week, Transport Minister
Datuk Seri Dr Wee Ka Siong said
Section C of ECRL, which com-
prises an estimated 201km length,
would be reversed to the Northern
Alignment instead of the Southern
Alignment, which both the state
and the federal governments had
agreed on in 2018.

Amirudin said the economic
development is also a concern for
the state, as many development
streams are contributed by the
southern area.

The 665km ECRL project was
launched in 2017 by the Barisan
Nasional government to boost
cargo services in the west coast of

Peninsular Malaysia which will
be connected to the Kuantan Port

Apart from that, it could ferry
huge numbers of travellers from
the east coast region to the Klang
Valley with a shorter travelling time.

The proposed Section C was to
pass through Bentong-Gombak
and Port Klang, which is known as
the Northern Alignment.

However, in 2018, the Pakatan
Harapan (PH) administration
agreed with Selangor to change
the alignment to the south, traver-
sing Mentakab-Nilai, Negri Sem-
bilan, before ending at Westports.

The plan was reversed by the
Perikatan Nasional administration
after the political realignment at
Putrajaya that ended the 22-month
PH ruling.

“We have met about nine times
to discuss the ECRL development
(with the federal government) since
2018.

“The discussion had reached 80%
where we discussed the alignment,
the land, as well as the name and
location of the ECRL stations.

“But suddenly, this was high-
lighted after the change of the
government, at the National Physi-
cal Planning Council, where one
minister proposed to change it

back to the Northern Alignment.

“Because of that, we have to go
back to the drawing board and see
which area of lands we want to use
and there is no process undertaken,
and we have also issued approval
to firms to conduct studies and
surveys. As for the Northern Align-
ment, nothing has been done yet,”
Amirudin said.

“If we want the project to be
developed on time, without delay,
please agree with the Southern
Alignment,” he added.

On the same development,
Amirudin said Selangor is aiming
to generate a conservative 52%
of economic growth this year,
backed by the rollout of the Covid-
19 vaccine.

“The trend will be in tandem
with the national GDP. The larger
impact the nation has, whether
positive or negative, the bigger the
impact on the state.

“It will depend on how soon
we can roll out the immunisation
programme and (how well) we
implement the standard operating
procedures so economic activities
would not be disturbed by any
spike of Covid-19 cases

“Additionally, manufacturing
supplies for healthcare and biotech-

nology are also huge in Selangor,
so perhaps this will help generate
income for the state,” he added.

Malaysia GDP contracted -3.4%
in the fourth quarter of 2020 (4Q20)
compared to a decline of -2.6% in
3Q20. Overall, the country’s GDP
contracted -5.6% compared to 4.3%
in 2019,

Bank Negara Malaysia forecas-
ted the national GDP to grow
between 6% and 7.5% in 2021.

At the event, Amirudin
announced Selangor’s SME Digi-
talisation Matching Grant worth
RMS5 million is aimed at boosting
the digitalisation initiative by the
state for small entrepreneurs

Through the grant, small and
medium enterprises (SMEs) can
apply up to RM5,000 to purchase
or subscribe digital providers that
will help them embark on digital
initiatives.

“The digital economy is expec-
ted to contribute 22.6% to GDP
by 2025.

“As Selangor is always the largest
contributor to the national economy
by contributing 24.2% to GDP, the
digitisation of the economy that
mostly takes place in Selangor will
also increase the income of the state
government,” he added
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Akhbar : | Guang Ming Daily

Tajuk Berita : | Minister of Selangor: Cross-state construction will only take place in 2024.
Why rush to fix the North Line of East Rail"
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KERATAN AKHBAR
13 April 2021

Akhbar Guang Ming Daily

Tajuk Berita Selangor allocated RM5 million to help digital fransformation,Small and
medium-sized enterprises can win a prize of up to RM5,000
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Akhbar : | Makkal Osai

Tajuk Berita : | Solution to Batu Caves Indian seftlement residential issue soon, says
Selangor MB
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KERATAN AKHBAR
13 April 2021

Akhbar : | Tamil Malar
Tajuk Berita : | Kajang Hospital Housing area prevented from demolished
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